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Coie, leave the loathed Stage, 
And the more loathfome Age; 

Where Pride and Impudence, by Faftion knitt, 
Ufurp the Seats of Wit 

Inditing, and arraigning, every Day, 
Something, they call a Puay. 


BEN. JOHNSON. 





—— 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 1736. 





\i@ NDUC'D by the Letter 
MAAC of a late Correfpondent, I 

fm) gave way ta my Curiofity, 
=—Piyey and was prefent, at His Ma- 
w jefty’s Dramatical Bear- 
¥@, Garden, to obferve the Suc- 
cefs of a Baiting, call’d Every 


aS) 
(<q Man in bis Folly. 
A 4s 





Wuen the Author affords 
me an Opportunity to examine this P/ay, by his A 
peal, from the'Stage, to the Pre/s, I may probably do 
it, with the -honeft Impartiality, of a Man, who 
delights togive Praife, but is never difpos’d to give 
Flattery. 


Ar prefent, I defign to fay nothing, of the Co- 
medy, tho’ I remark’d in its Reprefentation, feveral 
Strokes I thought delicate, both in Picture, and 
. Satire, which were diftingui/h’d, (the new-fafhion’d 
way) by a Double Proportion of DIsLIKE, and 
Animosity! For, to acknowledge a Truth, which, 
as an Englifhman \ am afham’d to remember, the 
Audience, from the Footmen’s Gallery, to the Boxes 
beneath them, fo prevented by their Noi/e, any 
Ufe of their Underftanding, that It was impoffible 
either to acquit, or condemn, from Any thing that 
we beard, on the Theatre. 


AMONG the Crowd of Dumb Shows we have 
been fo long, and fo liberally indulg’d in, [am fondett 
of Thofe, for which we are indebted to the Genius 
of Mr. Hogarth.—Different from His Rival Raree- 
foow-men (the Managers of our Theatres) He gives 
Purpofe, and Propriety, to his Drama.—lI have feen 
an Effay, of this celebrated Hand, toward expreffing 
the Humours of a PLEAs’D Audience, and I recom- 
mend cto him, for the Service of my Country, the 
more grotefque, and initructive Idea of a Dis- 
PLEAS ’D, and ILL-NATUR’D one, 


SucH a Piece, if well executed, (that is, if He 
executesit) tho’more HORRIBLE, beyond Meature, 
than Michael Angelo’s Last JUDGMENT, might, 
have ftronger Effects than a Statute, in Reforming 

> > : > 1)? 
the Abufe, againft which ic woud be levell’d.— 
Men, whole Hearts are too bard, and whole Heads 
too wellxerm’d, for the Penetration of Rea/ox, or 


Pity, might sEE their own Figures, and be fhaméd, 
into Recollection.— 


THE firft Thing I obferv’d, upon entring the 
Houfe, was, that Every body was asking a Queftion, 
that None took upon them to anfwer,—WHo Is 
the Author ?—I was pleai’d to difcover by This, 
that He had kept him@lf conceal’d ; misjudging, too 
favourably, that a People, who wou’d be famed 
for Humanity, muft, of Neceffity, be Civil to 
STRANGERS.—Alas! it was the very Blindnef> of 
Error !It isalways Provocation enough, that He, 
who pretends to write Plays, YPRETENDS, at thg 
fame Time, to have Wit; nay, pretends This, to 
Thofe, who, for the moft Part, bave xone.—This 
is Infult, downright, infupportable, Infult! And, 
what half-ftarv’d, poor Wretch cowd bear, with- 
out Violence, to have the Rich Man’s Profujion 
fhook, difdainfully, in his Face, as if to reproach 
wr, with a Want, He is alas! but too confcious 
of ? 


THE next Remark I made, was, that the Bufinefs 
They came fe, was, in Hopes to hear Nonfence |= 
Inftead of that ferious, and_ manly, Compofure, 
which diftinguifhesthe Air of Perfons, who wi/b ro 
be fatisfied, | cou’d obferve very contrary Tokens 
upon almoft every Mufcle I was near enough to 
take View of —A broad Grin of Emptinefs, a pale 
Snear of Malice, a loud Laugh of Impudence, 
or a filly foft Simper, of fubmiflive Non-refiftance 
to the General Opinion, THESE were the Vifages, 
— at once difgrac’d, and compleated, the Cir- 
cle! 


But, when the Watch-word of Inhumanity had 
Once been given, from the Pit, in an affected 
Groan, at the End of an Adt, (like the imaginary 
Yellings of their Brother Spirits, from Infernal 
Theatres) Then, Prejudice, and Folly, and Pre- 
{umptuous Ignorance, and Barbarifm, broke through 
all Bounds, of Decency, or Reafon : Then, it 
{eem’d to be no longer neceflary, nor confiftent, 
with the Liberty, of Judges, who had paid for their 
Places, to wait tillthe Urterance of any Expreffion 
they had the Right of a Freeman to jaugh at!— 
To intercept the coming Sound, To condemn the 
unborn Meaning, THis had fomething in it, of a 


bold, 












bold, and Mafterlefs, Genius! Trts carried an Air 
of unbefitating Defiance! and became the Ardour 
of our Britifh Daring, which (‘tis manifelt) never 
puts up an Injury: But ASSAULTING an Infult in 
it’s Rifing, REVENGES, im the very Inftant of Per- 
ception ! 


I REMARK’D, as This fine Sport went on, that 
It fed itfelf, like other Conflagragations, with Fuel 
of it’s own providing. For, as the Adfors, by En- 
creafe of the Uproar, grew frighted, and forgot 
their Parts, Every Miftake of that Kind became a 
new Fund for Outrage. i 


But, the worft, and moft hopele/s, Part of the 
Profpect, was, that Perfons of Diftinction, from 
whofe Example and Authority alone cou’d be ex- 
pected the Correétion of fo lavage a Degeneracy, 
appear’d, Themfelves moft Guilty ! and, by receiv- 
ing their Inftructions from the reigning Opinion, 
over their Heads, fubmitted to a tacit Acknow- 
ledgment of fomething like ixferior Underftanding. 
I took Notice however, that a confiderable Num- 
ber, of Thefe, feem’d /candaliz’d, at the Beginning, 
and afferted (in faint Whifpers) their Surprize to 
find Good Senfe ill-treated, (as if THatT, Goodlack ! 
were fuch aWonder!) But, fo refiftlefs isthe Cur- 
rent of Fafbion, that even Thefe Few, Juft Think- 
ers, having coldly kept their Ground, till the Stream 
bore bard upon them, did, afterwards, like Svow in 
the Sweep of a Land-flood, melt away, by De- 
Brees, with a Kind of floating Re/uéfance, and gave 

lace to the Dirt, that lay under. 


No w, fhouw’d it happen, as I ftrongly perfuade 
myfelf it will, that this Play, after Having been fo 
malignantly treated, fhou’d, upon it’s appearing, 7 
Print, be found guiltlefs of thofe imagin’d Abfurdi- 
ties, it was fo haftily, and cruelly, condemn’d for, 
What Amends can it be to the murder’d, that They 
who join’d in his Execution, contefs, too Late, He 
was innocent !——For my Part, I begin to reverence 
the Wifdom of HARLEQUIN, and difcover him to 
be a Man of fbrewd Depth, and Sagacity. He 
had Wit enough to laugh at, and make his Advan- 
tage of our Folly: For, when we damn’d Mr. Ad- 
difon’s DRUMMER, He forefaw we were, of Courfe, 
to admire it wpon the cuftomary Twrz of the Tide ; 
therefore gave. it us again, and f{ucceeded in his 
Expectation; to the immortal Hovour, no doubt! 
of fo difcerning, and impartial, a People !—for, 
thus argued Harlequin, (and, long may He triumph, 


in Reward of his Forefight !)-——If, fays heg this . 


Drummer was condemn’d to die, for no othef Rea- 
fon, but becaufe the Author was Alive, now, the 
Author being dead, the Drummer mutt be fure to 
live; and, Jo! It pip Live, accordingly ! 


AMONG a Train of Reflexions, the moft za- 
tural Confequences of fuch a Scene of Barbarity, 
as I have been defcribing in this Paper, [ have 
confider’d it as fome Degree of Stupidity, for a 
Nation to affert Goop Nature, as a Kind of 
Charaferiftical Monopoly, to which no People have 
fo mianifett a Right, as Themfelves, Yer, demon- 
{trate, by the moft Brutal Propenfities, that Cru- 
ELTY is their diftinguifhing Character: 


Do we not fee Evidences of this mortifying 

1 . - a ¢ o. 
Truth, in our fhamelefs and bold Oppofitions, o: 
private and particylar Ivtereffs, againit kvery, Pro- 


pos'd Good Work, in Behalf of the Publick -—-Jy; 
our licens’d Delight, of oppreffing, and murdering 
One another, by the pitilels Exertion of a Power 


‘in the Creditor, to bury his Debtor alive? and, in 


refifting all Endeavedrs to REFORM that unnatural 
Prattice, of Imprifoning Men’s Perfons, to feclude 
them from a PossrsiLity of furviving their Mif- 
fortunes ? 


But, to return, and confine myfelf,. to the 
Subje# before me, 1 begin to admit Defpair, with 
Regard to my Province, of PRoMPTER, from a 
Quarter 1 expected to have been ftrengthen’d and 
{ultain’d by.—The PLayers, (tho? by Nature a 
little too fubject to the Impreffions of perfoxal Va- 
ity) I cowd, gradually, make way with. They 
have, moft of ’em, Good Sen/é enough, when They 
are aloxe, and thiwk: cooly, to difcover, that I am 
their Friexd, at the Bottom; even, when the Hand 
of the Swrgeox happens to touch the fore Place with 
too painful a Roughue/s ;—But, asto the Prt, and 
the Boxes, [ am afraid I muft give up all Hopes 
of reclaimjyg them: For, I find, in fhort, They 
want Feeling—Like Boys, who rob Orchards, 
Their Delight is iw Spoiling : It is in vain to ad- 
vile them not to break down the Fences : The 
Beauty, or Good Order, of the Place is by no Means 
a Part of their Care ;—If they tread down young 
Plants, and disbranch, and give Check to, the old: 
Ones, They enjoy, with due Gladnefs of Heart, 
the full Sexfe of their Triumph, who had, Power to 
oppre/s, where there was no Fear of Re/iftance ! 


le fuch Re SNENSON of Eight, in every Ten 
(pray Heaven | allow not too largely !) of thofe, 
who pofiefs, in our Theatres, the Seats that were, 
formerly, appropriated to Fudgment, Compajfon, 
and Honour, I difcern but Two Hopes, that can 
reafonably be conceiv’d, of ever living, to {ee 3 


Reformation of Tafte, at the Playhoufes. 


THE Firft, and by far moft defirable, is the 
Breaking out, of a Patroz, infome Branch of the 
Royal Family, who, with an edegant Delight in, 
and Knowledge of, the Dramatic Art, recollect- 
ing it’s happy, or terrible, INFLUENCE, may apply 
himfelf, with Reli/b, to encourage, and cultivate, 
Right Tafte ; and neglect, and difcountenance Le- 
vity—-What THis wou'd be able to do, let the 
Birth, Growth, and Period, of the Stage, in the 
Reign of King Charles the Second, declare, and 


. Make evident. 


THE fecond, and wext beft, Hope, is from 
fome generous, ftrong, improbable, Affociation ot 
Spirit, and Power, among Perions of Diftin<tion, 
(properly choien great Names) who, if the Thea- 
tres in prefent Authority, will incorrigibly adbere 
to the Proftitutions, that have brought on this Bad 
Tafte among the Empty Frequenters of Plays, and 
driven away, and difgufted, the folid ones, may re- 
folve to fubfcribe to, and fupport, a quite NEw 
one: wherein Ivtereff fhall be compell’d to give 
Way to Good Senfe, till, after fome Length of 
Time, the Allow'd to BE wife being feen ofi’nelt 
THERE, the Ambitions to be THOUGHT wife will 
crowd inro their Company, and, for their ows 
filly Sakes, fall in, to the Encouragement of WIT, 
as {oon as they are taught to difcover, that what 
they miftook for it, is Fonuy. 


wa 





Printed for T. CooPeER, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
taken in. And where the former feembers may bé had. 


SED Be 
(c= 2g 
Ker oS 


ina \ 
7 ; 4 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 
| Price Two-Pence. | 











aa. 6... tee, Oho lCU CO 


sim MA Baia, 


a; 


hy SD 


th 







3.0 






SENS 8 prstoo 

















